
Name __________________________ 
Period ___________ 

 
Flat Sharp 

 

Pitch and Tuning Unit 
 

1. What does it mean if you are sharp?______________________________________________ 
2. What do you need to do if you are sharp in pitch? ___________________________________ 
3. What does it mean if you are flat?________________________________________________  
4. What do you need to do if you are flat? ____________________________________________ 
5. If it is cold outside, this will cause the instrument material to ____________  

and go ___________ in pitch. 
6. If it is hot outside, this will cause the instrument material to ___________  

and go ______________in pitch. 
7. If you over blow or use too much air on your instrument, this will cause you to play  

a. Flat 
b. Sharp 

8. If you don’t use enough air or don’t support the note, this will cause you to play 
a. Flat 
b. Sharp 

9. If the waves are slow when you tune, you are ___________ to being in tune. 
10. If the waves are fast when you tune, you are ____________from being in tune. 
11. T or F (circle one) If there are no waves, you are in tune. 
12. Which notes do you tune your instrument to in band?  _________________________________ 
13. At our school, who do we tune to in band? __________________________________________ 
14. Which instruments (in that group) do we tune to? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
15. Within my section, who do I tune to? ___________________________________ 
16. What dynamic level should I tune at? _______________________________________________ 
17. What should I do if I can’t tell if I am flat or sharp? 

a. Play softer so I can hear the tuning note or stop playing briefly so I can hear the tuning 
note. 

b. Close my ear by pushing in the cartilage and sing the tuning note so I can internalize the 
pitch. 

c. Bend the pitch up and/or down and see which direction makes the pitch better. 
d. All of the above. 

18. Should you play scales, concertos and band music while the band is tuning? ________________ 


